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Early Life and Career

Zoaya Counts was born in Russia in 1895. Her father was a military officer,
and her mother was a pianist. From a young age, Zoaya showed a passion
for adventure and a fearless spirit. She learned to ride horses and swim at
a young age, and she loved to explore the outdoors.

In 1913, Zoaya's family moved to the United States. Zoaya quickly adapted
to her new country and began to pursue her dream of becoming a pilot.
She took flying lessons at the Curtiss Flying School in Hammondsport, New
York, and in 1915, she became one of the first women in the United States
to earn a pilot's license.

Pioneering Flights and Adventures

After earning her pilot's license, Zoaya began to take on daring flights and
adventures. In 1916, she flew across the country from New York to San
Francisco, becoming the first woman to fly solo across the United States.
She also set several altitude records and became known for her fearless
flying.
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In 1917, Zoaya joined the French Foreign Legion and flew combat missions
during World War I. She was one of the few women to serve as a pilot in
the war, and she flew over 100 combat missions. She was awarded the
Croix de Guerre for her bravery and service.

Later Life and Legacy

After the war, Zoaya returned to the United States and continued to fly. She
became a commercial pilot and flew for several airlines. She also wrote a
book about her experiences, "The Flying Life of Zoaya Counts." In her later
years, Zoaya retired from flying and lived in New York City. She died in
1995 at the age of 99.
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Zoaya Counts was a pioneering female aviator and adventurer who made
history with her daring flights and fearless spirit. She was a role model for
women all over the world, and her legacy continues to inspire today.

Zoaya Counts' Legacy

Zoaya Counts' legacy is one of courage, determination, and adventure.
She was a trailblazer for women in aviation, and her accomplishments
continue to inspire today. Here are a few of the ways that Zoaya Counts'
legacy lives on:

1. She is remembered as one of the first women to earn a pilot's license
in the United States.

2. She was one of the few women to serve as a pilot in World War I.

3. She set several altitude records and became known for her fearless
flying.

4. She wrote a book about her experiences, "The Flying Life of Zoaya
Counts," which inspired generations of women.

5. She is a role model for women all over the world who are pursuing
careers in aviation and other traditionally male-dominated fields.

Zoaya Counts was a remarkable woman who made significant
contributions to aviation and women's rights. Her legacy continues to
inspire today, and she is remembered as a true pioneer.
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