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THE FIRST
* FIFTEEN
LIVES

HARRY AUGUST

CLAIRE NG

Prologue: A Glimpse into the Endless

In the tapestry of time, where threads of destiny intertwine, there lived a
man named Harry August. His existence was not like ours, bound by the
constraints of linear progression. Harry possessed the extraordinary ability
to reincarnate, living and dying countless times across centuries.
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Each life brought a fresh perspective, a new set of experiences, joys, and
sorrows. With every reincarnation, fragments of his past lives clung to his
consciousness, like echoes of a forgotten song. These fragmented
memories haunted Harry, fueling a relentless quest for redemption and
enlightenment.

Life One: The Victorian Gentleman

In his first life, Harry emerged in Victorian England as a man of wealth and
privilege. The world was a rigid construct of social hierarchy, where
appearances and decorum held sway. Harry's life was a masquerade, a
carefully crafted performance to conform to society's expectations.

Yet, beneath the polished exterior, embers of rebellion flickered. Harry
longed to break free from the confines of tradition, to explore the hidden
realms of his own mind. In a clandestine affair with a woman of lower social
standing, he found a glimmer of true connection, but their love was doomed
by the unforgiving judgment of society.

As the shadows of scandal threatened to engulf him, Harry August met his
end, his life cut short by his own hand. But in the fading embers of his first
existence, a seed of doubt was sown. He questioned the value of a life
lived in conformity, devoid of authenticity.

Life Two: The African Slave

Centuries later, Harry August was reborn in a vastly different time and place
—as an African slave in the antebellum South. Stripped of his former
identity, dignity, and freedom, he endured unspeakable horrors. The weight
of oppression bore down on him like a suffocating blanket.



Yet, in the face of adversity, a flicker of defiance burned within Harry. He
witnessed the resilience of his fellow slaves, their indomitable spirit amidst
unimaginable suffering. Their struggle for liberation sparked something
profound within him, a recognition of the interconnectedness of all human
beings, regardless of their skin color or circumstance.

In the bloody crucible of slavery, Harry August died once more, but his spirit
was far from extinguished. He had learned the true meaning of freedom,
not merely as an abstract concept, but as an essential attribute of human
dignity.

Life Three: The Jazz Musician

In the vibrant streets of 1920s New Orleans, Harry August was reborn as a
jazz musician. The rhythmic pulse of jazz resonated deep within him,

unlocking a hidden talent and passion. He immersed himself in the music's
improvisational spirit, finding solace and expression in its soulful melodies.

But the allure of the underworld tempted Harry. He became entangled in a
dangerous game of illicit dealings, chasing the thrill of living on the edge.
His relationships suffered as he spiraled down a path of self-destruction.

In a tragic twist of fate, Harry's life ended abruptly, a victim of his own
reckless choices. As the final notes of his saxophone faded into silence, he
realized the true cost of neglecting his responsibilities and pursuing empty
pleasures.

Life Four: The Quantum Physicist

In the intellectual realm of mid-20th century academia, Harry August
pursued a life of scientific inquiry. As a quantum physicist, he delved into



the enigmatic world of subatomic particles and the fundamental nature of
the universe.

His brilliant mind unraveled the mysteries of quantum entanglement,
challenging the conventional understanding of time and space. Yet, despite
his groundbreaking discoveries, a sense of emptiness lingered within him.
He yearned for something more than equations and theories.

In the twilight of his years, Harry August renounced his life of science,
seeking solace in the simple joys of human connection. He had come to
understand that true fulfillment lay not in intellectual pursuits alone, but in
the bonds we forge with others.

Life Five: The Homeless Man

In his fifth life, Harry August found himself at the fringes of society, living on
the harsh streets as a homeless man. Cast out and forgotten, he became
an invisible presence amidst the bustling crowds.

Yet, in the depths of poverty and isolation, a profound transformation
occurred within him. He learned the true meaning of compassion and
empathy, recognizing the shared humanity that united him with even the
most marginalized members of society.

As he walked the streets, offering a helping hand to fellow outcasts, Harry
discovered a newfound purpose in his existence. He realized that true
wealth lay not in material possessions, but in the simple act of kindness
and the bonds of human connection.

Life Six to Fifteen: A Tapestry of Experiences



Across the span of ten more lives, Harry August continued his journey of
reincarnation, embracing a myriad of identities and experiences. He lived
as a soldier, a farmer, a teacher, a healer, and countless others. Each life
brought its own unique lessons and challenges.

He witnessed the rise and fall of civilizations, the horrors of war, the
triumphs of human ingenuity, and the enduring power of love. Through
these experiences, Harry's perspective broadened, his understanding of
the human condition deepened.

He learned the importance of embracing change, of letting go of
attachments, and of living each life with intention. He discovered that the
key to redemption lay not in dwelling on past mistakes, but in striving to live
each present moment with compassion, humility, and a relentless pursuit of
purpose.

Epilogue: The Endless Horizon

As Harry August's fifteenth life drew to a close, he had lived and died
countless times, carrying with him the wisdom and experiences of all his
past existences. He had come to terms with his own mortality, embracing
the fleeting nature of life and the preciousness of every breath.

In the twilight of his final days, Harry found peace and contentment. He had
fulfilled his quest for redemption, gaining a profound understanding of
himself, the human condition, and the interconnectedness of all things.

And so, as Harry August breathed his last, he did not fear the darkness that
lay ahead. For he knew that his journey was far from over. He was merely



returning to the endless horizon, where countless more lives awaited him—
each one an opportunity for further growth, enlightenment, and redemption.

: A Timeless Tale of Redemption and Transformation

The First Fifteen Lives of Harry August is a masterpiece of speculative

fiction that explores the profound implications of reincarnation, memory,
and the human condition. Through Harry's extraordinary journey across
time and countless lives, Claire North weaves a tale of redemption and
transformation that resonates deeply with readers.

North's lyrical prose and thought-provoking narrative invite us to question
our own perceptions of life and death, time and eternity. The novel serves
as a poignant reminder that even in the face of adversity, we have the
power to shape our own destiny, to pursue redemption, and to live each life
with purpose and meaning.

For those seeking a literary journey that transcends time and space, The
First Fifteen Lives of Harry August is a must-read. It is a story that will linger
in your mind long after you finish reading it, reminding you that life is an
endless tapestry of experiences, and that the quest for redemption is a
timeless pursuit.
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