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Code Breaker is a historical novel by Amy Stewart that tells the story of
Elizabeth Smith Friedman, one of the most successful codebreakers in
American history. The novel is set during World War II and follows
Friedman as she works to break German and Japanese codes at Ellis
Island. Friedman's work was essential to the Allied victory in the war, and
she is credited with helping to save millions of lives.

The novel begins in 1940, as Friedman is recruited to work as a
codebreaker at Ellis Island. Friedman is a brilliant linguist and
cryptographer, and she quickly becomes one of the most valuable
members of the team. She works tirelessly to break German and Japanese
codes, and her work helps to provide the Allies with vital intelligence. In
1942, Friedman is assigned to work on the Japanese Purple code, which is
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considered to be unbreakable. Friedman works for months to break the
code, and she finally succeeds in 1943. The breaking of the Purple code is
a major turning point in the war, and it helps to lead to the Allied victory in
the Pacific.

Code Breaker is a thrilling and inspiring novel that tells the story of a
remarkable woman who played a vital role in the Allied victory in World War
II. The novel is based on extensive research, and it provides a fascinating
glimpse into the world of codebreaking and intelligence. Code Breaker is a
must-read for anyone interested in history, espionage, or mystery.

Characters

Elizabeth Smith Friedman is the main protagonist of the novel. She is
a brilliant linguist and cryptographer, and she works as a codebreaker
at Ellis Island during World War II. Friedman is a complex and
fascinating character, and she is driven by a deep sense of patriotism
and a desire to help her country.

William Friedman is Elizabeth's husband. He is also a brilliant
cryptographer, and he works with Elizabeth at Ellis Island. William is a
supportive and loving husband, and he is always there for Elizabeth
when she needs him.

Herbert Yardley is the head of the codebreaking team at Ellis Island.
He is a brilliant cryptographer, and he is the one who recruits Elizabeth
to work for him. Yardley is a demanding and often difficult boss, but he
is also a brilliant leader, and he knows how to get the best out of his
team.

William Donovan is the head of the Office of Strategic Services
(OSS),the forerunner of the CIA. Donovan is a brilliant spymaster, and



he is the one who authorizes the breaking of the Japanese Purple
code. Donovan is a complex and fascinating character, and he is a
master of espionage and intelligence.

Setting

Code Breaker is set during World War II, primarily at Ellis Island in New
York Harbor. Ellis Island was the main immigration station in the United
States during the early 20th century, and it was also the site of a major
codebreaking operation during World War II. The novel provides a
fascinating glimpse into the world of immigration and codebreaking during
the war.

Themes

Code Breaker explores a number of themes, including:

Patriotism and sacrifice: Elizabeth Friedman is a deeply patriotic
woman, and she is willing to sacrifice everything to help her country
win the war. She works tirelessly to break German and Japanese
codes, and her work helps to save millions of lives.

Intelligence and espionage: Code Breaker provides a fascinating
glimpse into the world of intelligence and espionage during World War
II. The novel shows how codebreakers played a vital role in the war
effort, and it also explores the ethical dilemmas that intelligence
officers face.

The importance of women: Elizabeth Friedman was one of the most
successful codebreakers in American history, and she played a vital
role in the Allied victory in World War II. Code Breaker highlights the



important role that women played in the war effort, and it challenges
the traditional view of women as being less capable than men.

Code Breaker is a thrilling, inspiring, and thought-provoking novel. It is a
must-read for anyone interested in history, espionage, or mystery. The
novel provides a fascinating glimpse into the world of codebreaking and
intelligence during World War II, and it tells the story of a remarkable
woman who played a vital role in the Allied victory.
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