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Human trafficking is a serious problem in Texas. In 2020, the state had the
third-highest number of human trafficking cases in the nation. To combat
this growing problem, the Texas Department of Public Safety (DPS) created
Mission Her Justice Team 52 (MHJT 52) in 2015.

MHJT 52 is a specialized unit of DPS that investigates and combats human
trafficking in Texas. The team is made up of law enforcement officers,
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analysts, and victim advocates who work together to identify, rescue, and
support victims of trafficking.

Since its inception, MHJT 52 has made significant progress in combating
human trafficking in Texas. The team has conducted hundreds of
investigations, rescued hundreds of victims, and arrested hundreds of
traffickers.

One of MHJT 52's most notable successes was the rescue of 11 victims of
sex trafficking in 2017. The victims were all young women who had been
forced to work in a massage parlor in Houston. MHJT 52 worked with local
law enforcement to raid the massage parlor and rescue the victims. The
traffickers were arrested and charged with multiple felonies.

MHJT 52 is also committed to providing support to victims of human
trafficking. The team works with a variety of victim service providers to
provide victims with the resources they need to rebuild their lives.

If you or someone you know is a victim of human trafficking, there are
resources available to help. The National Human Trafficking Hotline can be
reached at 1-888-373-7888. You can also get help online at the hotline's
website: https://humantraffickinghotline.org.

How to Get Involved

There are a number of ways to get involved in the fight against human

trafficking. Here are a few ideas:

= Volunteer with a local victim service provider.

= Donate to organizations that are working to combat human trafficking.



= Educate yourself about human trafficking and the signs of exploitation.

= Report any suspected cases of human trafficking to the National
Human Trafficking Hotline.

Together, we can make a difference in the fight against human trafficking.
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