Hard Labor: My Adventures in Louisiana

| spent the summer of my 18th year working on a sugar plantation in
Louisiana. It was one of the hardest experiences of my life, but it was also
one of the most rewarding.
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| grew up in a small town in the Midwest. | was used to working hard, but |
had never done anything like this before. The days were long and the work
was grueling. We would start at sunrise and work until sunset, six days a

week.

The plantation was located in the middle of nowhere. The closest town was
miles away, and there was nothing to do but work. We lived in a barracks
with no air conditioning or running water. The food was terrible, and we

were always tired.

Despite the hardships, | learned a lot that summer. | learned the value of
hard work and perseverance. | learned how to work with others and how to
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get along with people from different backgrounds. | also learned a lot about
myself.

One of the most valuable things | learned that summer was the importance
of community. The people who worked on the plantation were like a family.
We helped each other through the tough times, and we celebrated our
successes together.

| am grateful for the experience | had that summer. It taught me a lot about
myself and about the world. | am a stronger person for having gone through
it, and | am proud of the work that | did.

The Work

The work on the plantation was hard. We would start at sunrise and work
until sunset, six days a week. The only day we had off was Sunday.

We did a variety of tasks, including:

= Planting sugarcane
= Hoeing sugarcane
= Cutting sugarcane
= Hauling sugarcane
= Cleaning the sugar mill
The work was physically demanding and repetitive. We would often work in

the hot sun for hours on end. The work was also dangerous. We had to be
careful not to get caught in the machinery or cut by the sugarcane.



Despite the hardships, | enjoyed the work. | liked the feeling of
accomplishment that | got from completing a task. | also liked the
camaraderie of working with others.

The People

The people who worked on the plantation were like a family. We helped
each other through the tough times, and we celebrated our successes
together.

We came from all different backgrounds. Some of us were from Louisiana,
and some of us were from other states. Some of us were black, and some
of us were white. But we all had one thing in common: we were all there to
work.

| learned a lot about different cultures that summer. | learned about the
history of Louisiana and the role that slavery played in the state's
development. | also learned about the challenges that black people face in
America.

| am grateful for the experience | had that summer. It taught me a lot about
myself and about the world. | am a stronger person for having gone through
it, and | am proud of the work that | did.

| spent the summer of my 18th year working on a sugar plantation in
Louisiana. It was one of the hardest experiences of my life, but it was also
one of the most rewarding. | learned a lot about myself and about the
world. | am grateful for the experience | had that summer. It taught me a lot
about myself and about the world. | am a stronger person for having gone
through it, and | am proud of the work that | did.
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