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Ruth Stone (1915-2011) was an American poet whose work is known for its
lyrical beauty, emotional depth, and exploration of the human condition.
She was a prolific writer, publishing over 20 collections of poetry throughout
her career. Her work has been widely acclaimed, and she has been the
recipient of numerous awards, including the National Book Award for
Poetry and the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry.
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Early Life and Education

Ruth Stone was born in Roanoke, Virginia, on May 28, 1915. She was the
daughter of a physician and a schoolteacher. Stone grew up in a loving and
supportive home, and she developed a love of reading and writing at an
early age. She attended Hollins College in Virginia, where she studied
English and philosophy. After graduating from Hollins, Stone worked as a
teacher and a social worker.

Writing Career
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Stone began writing poetry in her early 20s. Her first collection of poems,
"In the Winter of Cities," was published in 1954. The collection was well-
received by critics, and it established Stone as a rising star in the poetry
world. Stone's subsequent collections of poetry continued to explore the
themes of love, loss, and the search for meaning in life. Her work is often
characterized by its use of vivid imagery, its stark honesty, and its profound
emotional depth.

=  Some of Stone's most famous poems include:

= "The Absence"

= "The Journey"

= "The River"

= "The Room"

= "The Woman"

Awards and Recognition

Stone's work has been widely recognized and celebrated. She has been
the recipient of numerous awards, including:

= The National Book Award for Poetry (1972)
= The Pulitzer Prize for Poetry (1991)
= The Bollingen Prize in American Poetry (1993)

= The National Medal of Arts (1995)

Legacy



Ruth Stone is considered one of the most important American poets of the
20th century. Her work continues to be read and studied by people around
the world. Stone's legacy as a poet is secure, and her work will continue to
inspire and move readers for generations to come.
Additional Resources

= Ruth Stone at the Poetry Foundation

= Ruth Stone Papers at the Library of Congress

=  The Art of Poetry No. 152 with Ruth Stone
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